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stance, have been palmed off as the poet's productions 1. NOT tas any of his one thousand and one commentators ( including the Brahma7^as and the Jain&s ) deigned to afford us any clue to the elucidation of this problem2. The personal history of this immortal poet is thus involved in an impenetrable mist of obscurity.
Tradition, it is true, has handed down through a succession of ages certain stories and anecdotes about him ; but they &re so marvellous as to be opposed to all historic credibility* Facts and fables have been so strangely and inextricably interwoven, that it is impossible to disentangle the one from the other.
"With regard to his date also we are in the same state of uncertainty as we are with regard to his personal " history. Here also we are not on terra Jiryna^ but on the quiet-sand of tradition. The accounts preserved by tradition are so inconsistent and contradictory, that they defy human credibility. For instance there is an old and trustworthy tradition that has been handed down to us from times immemorial which says that Kalidasa flourished in the reign of Vikram&difcya 5C B. C. 3 But there is another tradition which says that he was patronised by a king named Bhoja
1.    Dr. Biu'iu D&ji's Essay on   Kalid&sa. p.   10;   S. P. Pandit's-edition of   Raghuvans'a Vol., III.,, p. 29;   Dr. EL Kern's preface   to Br/hfttsanhitd of Varahamihira, p. 12; Prof. Weber's History of Sans* fcrit Literature, p, 201, and the notes thereon. Also  on   pages 260, 261, and 266   of the same.  Prof.   Max Mailer's India what  ei*n  it teach   us,   The   renaissance   of Sanskrit Literature^ first edition, p* 281, and the notes thereon.
2.    Dr. Bhau Dtlji's Essay on K&lidasa, p. 5.
3.    Kathdsarits&gara,  pp.   650-51.    Nirwayas&gara edi.   Also other  Purdnas.   The   word  Vikram&ditya signifies  ** The  sun of valour, " and the  title  was   assumed  by   many kings   of Ujjayini and   other  kingdoms  of  India. Prof.  Weber's  History  of  Sanskrit  Literature, p. 201, not99.